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injuries, golden links of love or iron chains of hate. This
is Karma. With these complementary ideas clearly in
the mind, we can answer our question very easily.

Links between Egos, between individualised Spirits,
cannot antedate the first separation of those Spirits from
the Logos, as drops may be separated from the ocean.
In the mineral and vegetable kingdoms the life that ex*
presses itself in stones and plants has not yet evolved
into continued individualised existence. The word
" Group-Soul " has been used to express the idea of this
evolving life as it animates a number of similar physical
organisms. Thus a whole order, say of plants, like grass-
es, umbelliferous or rosaceous plants, is animated by a
single group-soul, which evolves by virtue of the simple
experiences gathered through its countless physical em-
bodiments. The experiences of each plant flow into the
life that informs its whole order, and aid and hasten its
evolution. As the physical embodiments become more
complex, subdivisions are set up in the group-soul, and
each subdivision slowly and gradually separates off, the
number of embodiments belonging to each subdivisional
group-soul thus formed diminishing as these subdivisions
increase. In the animal kingdom this process of speciali-
sation of the group-souls continues, and in the higher
mammalia a comparatively small number of creatures is
animated by a single group-soul, for Nature is working
toward individualisation. The experiences gathered by
each are preserved in the group-soul, and from it affect
each newly-born animal that it informs; these appear as
what we call instincts, and are found in the newly-born